
Habitat and biology  
The Tawny Shark occurs in inshore waters of the continental shelves down to a depth of 70 m but 

more commonly between 5 and 30 m. Males mature at approximately 225 cm total length (TL)and 

females at 230 cm TL (Last and Stevens 2009). The species has uterine cannibalism in the form of 

oophagy where the embryos feed on eggs produced by the mother (Teshima et al. 1995). Litter sizes 

may be only one pup (Compagno 2001). 

 

Longevity and maximum size 
Longevity: unknown 

Max size: at least 320 cm TL 

Age and/or size at maturity (50%) 
Males: ~225 cm TL 

Females: 230 cm TL 

 

 

Link to IUCN Page: http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/41835/0 

Link to page at Shark References: http://www.shark-references.com/species/view/Nebrius-

ferrugineus 
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