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Uncommon and when captured, mostly discarded alive

Least Concern

Summary
The Crested Hornshark occurs in relatively shallow
waters of the continental shelf and is endemic to
eastern Australia. The species is not targeted
commercially and incidental capture is not thought
to be affecting the species. Post-release
survivorship of the Crested Hornshark is expected
to be high based on studies on the similar Port
Jackson Shark. Relatively little information is
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there are no current significant threats to the
species, and it likely benefits from a network of marine protected areas across its range. Therefore,
the species is assessed as Least Concern (IUCN) and Sustainable (SAFS).

Distribution
The Crested Hornshark is endemic to warm temperate waters along the Australian east coast from
Cape Moreton (southern Queensland) south to Batemans Bay (New South Wales), (Last and Stevens
2009).

Stock structure and status
There is currently no information on population size, structure, or trend for the species. It is
considered less common than the Port Jackson Shark.

Fisheries
The species is caught as bycatch in various commercial fisheries operating in southern Queensland
and New South Wales (Kyne 2008) and is normally discarded alive. There is a small annual bycatch in
the South East Trawl Fishery, although catches are grouped with the Port Jackson Shark, and 100% of
the catch is discarded (Walker and Gason 2007). Occasional catch by recreational line fishers is also
likely. Studies on the morphologically similar and closely related Port Jackson Shark suggest high postrelease survivorship. Small individuals of the Port Jackson Shark are captured for use in the hobbyist
aquarium trade, and it is possible that Crested Hornshark is also collected for the aquarium trade.

Habitat and biology
The Crested Hornshark occurs from the intertidal zone to 93 m in a range of habitats including around
rocky reefs and seagrass beds (Last and Stevens 2009). Maximum size is up to 150 cm total length (TL)
with males mature at 54 cm TL and females at 70 cm TL (Kyne 2008, Last and Stevens 2009).
Longevity and maximum size
Age and/or size at maturity (50%)

Longevity: unknown
Max size: 150 cm TL
Males: 54 cm TL
Females: 70 cm TL

Link to IUCN Page: http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/41824/0
Link to page at Shark References: http://www.sharkreferences.com/species/view/Heterodontus-galeatus
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