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Summary 
The Pigeye Shark is a large bodied, 

coastal shark that is sporadically 

distributed throughout the tropical 

Indo-west Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. 

There is little data available on Pigeye 

Shark due to an inability to distinguish it 

from other members of the genus 

Carcharhinus, especially the Bull Shark 

(C. leucas). It is sensitive to fishing pressure due to a patchy distribution, low abundance, late age at 

maturity and limited fecundity. Its occurrence in regions where intense fishing pressure is common 

suggests it is likely to have undergone population declines. Within Australia, Pigeye Shark is not 

targeted and fisheries are effectively managed. Therefore, Pigeye Shark is assessed as globally 

Vulnerable (IUCN) and in Australia as Least Concern (IUCN) and Sustainable (SAFS). 

 

Distribution 
The Pigeye Shark is sporadically distributed throughout tropical and subtropical waters of the Indo-

west Pacific and Atlantic Oceans (Last and Stevens 2009). It is found throughout Northern Australia 

from Carnarvon (Western Australia) to Moreton Bay (Queensland) (Last and Stevens 2009). Globally, 

it is found in regions including Nigeria, South Africa, Gulf of Aden, India, Sri Lanka and Indonesia (Last 

and Stevens 2009).  

 

Stock structure and status   
There is currently no information on population size, structure, or trend for Pigeye Shark. There is 

evidence within Australia that sub-populations may be present (Tillett et al. 2011). Globally, there is 

little information as it is often confused with the Bull Shark (C. leucas). 

 

Fisheries 
The Pigeye Shark is caught in small numbers in numerous gillnet and longline fisheries across northern 
Australia for its meat and fins (Stevens and McLoughlin 1991, Last and Stevens 1994, McLoughlin et 
al. 1994). These fisheries are currently well managed and levels of Pigeye Shark catch in Northern 
Territory and Queensland gillnet and longline fisheries have remained minimal (0.5-3.5%) and stable 
over time, suggesting the level of harvest is sustainable (Bentley 1996, Harry et al. 2011). Globally, it 

Source: CSIRO National Fish Collection. License: CC By Attribution. 



is sporadically encountered in fisheries where it constitutes <3% of harvest in South Africa (Dudley 
and Simpfendorfer 2006), Madagascar (Robinson and Sauer 2013), the Red Sea (Moore et al. 2012) 
and Indonesia (White 2007). 

 

Habitat and biology  
The Pigeye Shark is found in coastal and brackish waters, often remaining close to the bottom (Stevens 

and McLoughlin 1991). Tagging studies revealed it remained localised (~60 km), apart from two larger 

sharks which moved up to 1,080 km (Last and Stevens 2009). The maximum recorded size is 280 cm 

total length (TL) and maximum age was estimated at >30 years based on Von Bertalanffy growth 

parameters (Fourmanoir 1961, Tillett et al. 2011). 

 

Longevity and maximum size 
Longevity: estimated >30 years 
Max size: 280 cm TL 

Age and/or size at maturity (50%) 
Male: 210 cm TL 
Female: 215 cm TL 

 

Link to IUCN Page: http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/39366/0 

Link to page at Shark References: http://shark-references.com/species/view/Carcharhinus-

amboinensis 
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